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The participation of new county elites in rural revitalization: why it is possible and what they can
do

case observation based on H town
WANG Zhenxing', YU Yeqin®
(1. School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China; 2. School of Public Administration, Zhong-
nan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: New county elites are important subjects to promote rural revitalization. In order to explore the "why it is possible" and
"what they can do" of new county elites’ participation in rural revitalization, taking the practice of H town as an example, this pa-
per investigates the conditions, mechanisms and effectiveness of new county elites' participation in rural revitalization, and reveals
the problems faced in practice. The research shows that: policy opportunity, organization platform and local feelings constitute
the basic conditions for new county elites’ participation in rural revitalization; Relying on the internal operation mechanism and ex-
ternal multi-subjects participation mechanism, new county elites play a positive role in developing rural industry, advocating rural
civilization and participating in rural governance; However, due to cognitive bias, lack of motivation, different positions and oth-
er factors, new county elites’ participation is facing the dilemma of sustainable and multi-level cooperation, and the expected re-
sults are difficult to achieve. In order to reasonably guide and encourage the participation of new county elites and give full play to
their role in rural revitalization, it is urgent to straighten out the relationship between grass-roots governance subjects, clarify their
functional positioning, and provide necessary support and incentives for new county elites’ participation.
Keywords: Rural revitalization; New county elites; New county elites’ participation; New county elites’ council; Rural gover-

nance; Rural civilization
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